The Other Press, January 13, 2007 by unknown
I've got class in twenty minutes. 
I lost my shoes on that last block 
but l've ... got. .. to ... keep ... going ... 
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So here we are, back again huh? I have to admit; I'm fmding it 
rather hard to get back in the groove. I spent the holiday season 
occupied with travel to Mexico followed by some serious powder 
hunting at Big White. As a result of this constant leisure, I'm not 
particularly motivated to get back into my typically long work and 
study hours. But the by-product of the previously mentioned vaca-
tions is a happy and relaxed state that has yet to dissipate. As such, 
I'm finding myself particularly sensitive to the stress of those around 
me. My commute on the SkyTrain.each morning in recent days has 
become a study of the tragic state of the common mao. I've been 
noticing the abysmal way that commuters treat each other. The vio-
lations are many. Not waiting for people to exit the train before 
storming in the doors, pushing, shoving and refusing to give up seats 
to the elderly and-or bowlegged. In short, a disgusting display of 
self-centered ballyhoo that's in no way fitting of the post-holiday 
kindness people should be displaying. I'm not aiming to buy the 
world a Coke here or anything, but I'm more than willing to offer up 
some base-courtesy when it's required. So to all you disgruntled folk 
out there, I say s~ply: Come on people now, smile on your brother, 
everybody get together try to love one another right now. 
Hmm ••• Maybe that's just the tequila talking. 
Trev Hargreaves 
Editor In Chief 
The Other Press 
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Soma~is Stage 
Anti-Ethiopian 
Protests 
Nicole Burton, OP News Editor 
Last week, thousands of angry Somalis were counted among 
the protests in Somalia's capital city of Mogadishu, who took 
to the streets in opposition tQ the presence of Ethiopian 
troops who invaded their country in the first week of the New 
Year. 
At least one protester was killed by Ethiopian soldiers, who 
fired on demonstrators as they chanted, "Down with 
Ethiopia!" 
Official spokespeople for the Ethiopian government as 
well as Somalia's own weak interim government have said that 
the presence of Ethiopian troops is to control and drive out 
key figures within the Union of Islamic Courts. The invasion 
against what many news agencies are simply referring to as 
"the Islamists" is considered to be part of the continuing 
international effort known as the ''War on Terror," spearhead-
ed by the United States. 
"I can hear sporadic shooting," one Mogadishu resident 
was quoted as saying. "People are demonstrating against the 
presence of Ethiopian troops as well as the government's deci-
sion to disarm them by force." 
The interim government in Mogadishu gave its residents a 
three-day deadline, until Thursday of last week, to hand in 
their weapons or be disarmed by force. 
''There is a big demonstration, people are burning tires, the 
whole of K4 area has been engulfed by smoke," said one resi-
dent last week, who declined to be named, referring to the 
central area of Mogadishu. 
Despite the deadline, few weapons have been handed in. 
The Ethiopian invasion of Somalia has been fully 
approved and supported by Washington, and the US, France, 
the UN, and other western countries are currently preparing 
for intervention across the continent. With escalated military 
intervention on the horizon for many parts of Africa, anti-
occupation protests have flared up in countries like Somalia 
and Sudan over the past 6 months. 
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''For the First Time in 
100 Years; We're Moving 
Backwards'' · . 
Budget cuts put women in jeopardy, groups say 
Laura Roy, Nexus, Camosun College 
VICTORIA (CUP)-Even though it was 17 years ago, 
Carolyn Fast remembers when 14 women were murdered at 
L'Ecole Polytechnique in Montreal. 
"I well remember the events of December 6 and always 
reflect on the shock that I experienced as a result of that 
day," says Fast, executive director of the Victoria Women's 
Transition House. 
''Although I was certainly aware of domestic violence, I 
simply could not believe that someone could take such action 
against a group of women in this way. It was a cruel awaken-
ing for many in our country." 
On this day, Canadians are asked to take a moment to 
remember all women who have been victims of abuse, those 
who have survived to share their stories, and those who have 
not. 
''We have an opportunity to remember those women; to 
honour them, and to move forward for change because of 
their experiences. We learn from our experiences and the sto-
ries of others and this may give us an opportunity to create 
real change in our society," Fast says. 
Many women currently in abusive situations have reasons 
they are unable to leave, such as religious and cultural beliefs 
and the fear of retribution from the abuser. 
Student Dani Monaghan feels the need to appear inde-
pendent may be another reason. 
"I think women today feel that they should know better, 
so when they find themselves in an abusive partnership they 
may be too embarrassed to seek help," Monaghan says. 
A recent report produced by the National Working 
Group on Women and Housing found the persistent prob-
lem of women's inequality in Canada has been a major factor 
in situations where women are vulnerable to sexual and phys-
ical abuse. 
Barbara ~gault, feminist organizer for the Status of 
Women Action Group, says any progress made to equalize 
the economic differences between men and women is now · 
jeopardy because of recent cuts made by the federal 
Conservative party. 
''To eradicate violence against women, we need a 
hensive Canadian strategy which aims to attain equality 
between women and men," says Legault. 
''Yet the recent cutbacks and modifications to Status of 
Women Canada's funding, mission, and programs reinforce 
the factors which drive and perpetuate violence against 
women." 
Status of Women Canada, a government agency that 
motes gender equality and the full participation of women 
all areas of Canadian society, has had an operations budget 
cut of 40 per cent. 
These changes also include the rejection of pay equity 
legislation, despite the fact that even women with post-sec-
• ondary degrees struggle to earn 70 per cent of what their 
male counterparts are currently paid. 
The government has also cancelled the Court \...nlauc::nJ~c:~ 
Program of Canada, a national non-profit organization that 
provides financial assistance for court cases that advance 
equality rights under the Constitution. 
"Only by addressing the deep roots of violence against 
women-namely a patriarchal system of oppression, eco-
nomic inequality between men and women, and se:ll~snn--cru 
we end it," Legault says. 
"The Harper government is drawing a deeper divide 
between women and the equality we've been fighting for. 
the first time in 100 years, we're moving backwards. 
"This is not only an atta~k on women and women's 
groups," Legault says. "It's an attack on equality as a basic 
human right in Canada." 
irst Nation Doesn't ·Believe 
abamun Lake will Recover 
First Nation in Alberta is rejecting claims that the lake on its shoreline can make a full recovery 
a train derailment that dwnped 1.3 million littes of bunker fuel oil and wood preservatives. 
Barry Hochstein, a land use expert hired by the Paul First Nation, said that despite the results of 
new report from CN Rail on the August 2005 spill, the lake is still a long way from clean. 
An aerial view of Lake Wabamun taken in August 2005 shows that tar balls have ashed up on 
shore in October, just before freeze-up, according to Hochstein. 
''I could not stand up here in front of you and say the lake is clean when I've walked the lake 
for days on end through the tar balls, seen the sheen, seen the birds and the fish that are in 
water--dead ones." 
Hochstein says the band, which has filed a multimillion-dollar lawsuit again t CN, the federal 
• rlv<>rnrn<>•nt and the province for damages to the reserve, is demanding more cleanup crews when 
lake thaws again in the spring. 
The C -commissioned report by environmental assessment firm Golder Associates found no 
• r·oblerr1s for algae, plankton, shoreline reeds, and most invertebrates in Lake Wabamun. 
The report also notes that the sediments containing oil that affected the fish eggs and an aquatic 
species will also "undergo increased weathering over time with toxicity progressively dimin-
to negligible levels." 
Representatives of Wabamun Lake residents outside of the Paul Nation said earlier last week 
they will hire their own expert to review CN's report. 
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SECURITY 
CONCORD SECURITY is hiring! 
We want you to join our team. 
We have several openings at high-profile, customer 
service oriented sites. Part-time and full-time 
available. Flexible hours. 
Full-time and part-time security courses 
are available every 2 weeks. 
Gain the experience you need for your future career. 
Email personnel@consec.com or ca1l 604-689-4005 
for more information 
www.concordsecurity.com 
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Reducing Resolutions 
Brady Ehler, OP Opinions Editor 
I've always been enchanted by the idea of the New Years res-
olution. Setting a goal on New Year's Eve always seemed 
more special to me than setting a goal on any other day of the 
year. It always seemed like there was a bigger chance for 
success. 
I used make big resolutions for the New Year-resolu-
tions that would change my life in magnificent and grandiose 
ways. Every year I set huge goals for myself and I did it with 
the vigor, dedication and absolute certainty that I w6uld be 
able to persevere. Unfortunately, I would always run out of 
enthusiasm after a short time and eventually fail at keeping my 
resolution. 
I didn't get great grades in high school, but I always want-
ed to do better. On more than one New Years I fantasized 
about turning my "C"s into ''N's. Sadly, I was bored with 
school, and Chronically depressed. As a result, I was often tru-
ant, smoked a lot of pot, and had no intention of doing 
homework. Despite all this, I would tell myself year after year 
that I would turn it all around and become a good student, a 
great student, even an ''N' student. 
Never mind the fact that I had never been an A student in 
elementary and that I had the attention span of a lemming. 
Forget that I hated my classes, school and teachers. And 
ignore the fact that I was totally opposed to studying after 
school let alone at it. But that all was irrelevant, because I had 
set a New Year's resolution to become an honor roll student, 
and by Christ I was going to keep it. I would plan it all out 
and promise myself I would cut out my social life completely 
. and study all day every day. 
Of course, I never did. Sure I would give it a go, and 
maybe I would persevere for a we!!k or two but my efforts 
always tapered off; I set my sights so high that I couldn't 
achieve my goal. Maybe I knew it all along. Maybe I chose the 
resolutions I did, because I knew they were unattainable. That 
lain vs. the Nintendo Wii 
lain W. Reeve, OP Assistant Editor 
In this new OP col11mn, perpetual!J embattled assistant editor Jain 
W Reeve takes on his vario11s demons-real and imagined 
This past November the new generation of video gaming 
began irt earnest as the Sony Playstation 3 and the 
Nintendo Wii were released in North America. I managed 
to get my hands on the latter system, and spent much of 
the twilight of 2006 completely cut off from the outside 
world. 
For as long as I can remember, video game retailers 
have followed an absolutely ruthless trend in their market-
ing: all the best games come out around the end of semes-
ters. A quick perusal of video game release dates on 
Wikipedia quickly confirms my suspicions. Playstation 2 
came out in late October, every Metal Gear Solid game 
arrived in late October or mid-November, Mario Kart for 
GameCube was in mid-November as was Halo 2. Yes, the 
process of releasing popular items in time with the 
Christmas rush has made sales skyrocket almost as fast as 
student's grades have dropped as a result of their gaming 
addictions. 
Yes, the smart thing for me to do would be to have not 
bought a Wii, not bought the new Legend of Zelda game, not 
downloaded all my favourite classic games on the Wii's vir-
tual console, and not ruined my professional, academic, and 
personal lives. However, video games are not rational, they 
are like cigarettes, chocolate rum balls, and Will Farrell 
movies; they are confusingly addictive. Also, let us not for-
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get the brilliance of being the early adopter of a new piece 
of technology. The looks of envy and the begging from 
friends and family to try out my new toy has been enough 
to help me past any "real life" problems like dropping 
grades or scant workplace attendance. 
While dedicated to being a successful student, I am also 
dedicated to being amongst the first people to invite all. 
their friends over and flaunt their new piece of technology. 
Much in the same way the proto-man who invented the 
wheel no doubt flaunted its ingenious design to his chest-
thumping peers. Yes, the only thing more fulfilling than 
watching their looks of anticipation and envy are the looks 
of disappointment and dismay as they leave my house to 
return their pathetic Wii-less existences. 
Therefore my strategy was thus; I stopped sleeping! I 
couldn't stop going to work, I couldn't stop studying, work-
ing on essays, and attending class, and I certainly couldn't 
slow my progress through the kingdom of Hyrule. What I 
was able to do was live off a steady diet of onion rings and 
Rock Star energy drinks and finished Zelda before my last 
exam took place. Zelda however is really the only worth-
while game for the Wii thus far. So my life has been some-
what aimless since finishing. That was until my uncle 
bought me a Nintendo DS for Christmas. Now I can even 
enter my escape-driven realm on the bus, at work, and at 
my girlfriend's house! life has never been better. 
way, for a w!llle, I could allow myself the fantasy of be<:on:un!lll 
and idealized version of myself, attempt to keep my u;;~v~c•uv·~­
for a short time, then just give up on it when I was bored 
it-after all, I would always have the fantastic excuse of my 
goal being unattainable. 
Come the dawn of 2006, despite several years of failure, 
still liked the idea of the New Year's resolution. I still thought 
it was fun, positive, and even magical in a way. As a result, 
year, I resolved to ma~e a resolution I could keep. In order to 
do this, I realized I would have to resolve on something I 
actually wanted to do for its own sake rather than for the 
fruits of my labour. I also wanted it to be something that was 
easy, fun and would not take a lot of time to prepare. After 
pondering for a short while, I came up with the perfect New 
Year's resolution: to play more pool. 
I'm proud to say that I kept my resolution and I had a 
great time doing it. I always loved playing pool, but never 
played as much as I wanted to. The best thing about it was I 
felt no pressure to go out and play pool. Not once was I kept 
up at night agonizing about how to fit in a game of 8-ball 
before class. In fact, several times I thought to myself: man, I 
would sure like a game of pool right now. Theri I would 
ally go out and play. 
I don't mean to suggest that we shouldn't set important 
goals for ourselves, or that we shouldn't challenge ourselves, 
but if we are talking about big goals like going from being a 
shit student to a star student, then I think it's important to 
realize that it's a process. Some goals have to be long-term, 
because big changes tend to happen gradually. I think the 
of huge resolutions we sometimes propose point ·towards 
things that we should be working on in our lives, anyways, 
aren't. In my case, making New Year's resolutions to fix 
thing in one fell swoop was actually hindering my progress. 
That's why now, on 'New Year's Eve, I like to set realistic 
goals with which I have only a microscopic chance of failure. 
This year, I have resolved to wear more colorful clothing. It's 
going to be slightly tougher than playing more pool, but I 
think with perseverance and a little luck, I can pull it off. 
Is A Nation Not a Nation? 
you like your politics full of long, arduous semantic 
'"'"'u"''-~, Canada is cert;uruy one jolly place to live. Even in my 
short life I can recall numerous instances of terms being 
redefined to become more linguistically acceptable in 
form or another. In the 80's "Aboriginals" were upgraded 
more dignified "first nations people," in the 90's unem-
Dl<>Vn:Ierlt insurance was optimistically rechristened "employ-
, insurance, and in the present decade the monstrously 
abomination that was the term "fisherman" was 
rCJ:>lac:ed with the delightfully bisexual "fishers." 
The quest to come up with an acceptable euphemism for 
has been a particularly arduous journey. Though the 
was quickly forgotten, in 1995 Jean Chretien passed a 
declaring Quebec to be no mere province, but rather a 
society" within Canada. And now our current Prime 
has managed to one-up his Liberal predecessor, 
5 u,uu,u5 the people of Quebec full nationhood "within a unit-
Canada." 
The definition squad have been in full force ever since. 
brave trees have given their lives to spawn the vast for-
of editorial columns that have proceeded to carefully 
the word "nation," in chilling detail. Is it an eth-
term? A political one? Both? Neither? Everyone has an 
There has been much hand-wringing in the conservative 
in particular about the degree to which the use of this 
euphemism signals the effective "end" of Canada. 
National Post's perennially weepy Andrew Coyne was in full 
Titular nationhood for Quebec will forever go down in 
as the day "the idea of Canada finally shrugged, 
heaved and expired," he whined. The next day the 
ran a front page editorial by the historian Michael Bliss 
under a headline previously reserved for when Al Qaeda 
strikes Toronto: "Canada Under Attack." 
On some ~evel it is a legitimate question to ask. Unless you 
have wasted a lot of your free time pouring over political sci-
. ence and sociology textbooks, it's very likely that you've 
grown up using "nation" and "country" interchangeably. 
When we speak of nationalities, national anthems, and inter-
national relations cahances are we have J?laces like the United 
States or Germany in mind, rather than little ethnicilly-pure 
conclaves of people like the French-Canadians or Ethiopian 
Jews, even though technically the word "nation" is supposed 
to only" describe the latter. 
Countries were supposed to be vehicles for nations, under 
this definition. When you read the words of the Victorian-era 
politicians who dreamt up confederation, their new country is 
always very explicitly defined as a state created to house two 
distinct nations, or races. Canada was to be a grand white, 
dominion under Her Majesty, with an ethnically pure British 
majority and few decorative Frenchmen attached to the side, 
and for a long time that's how the country was. People forget 
how Anglophilic this couritry used to be, but until at least the 
mid 20th Century there was never much doubt about who 
was a Canadian. He was either a pure-stock Englishman or a 
bumpkin habitant in the process of being assimilated. 
140 years later, we have stopped caring about the monar-
chy, racism has obviously fallen out of fashion, and pure-stock 
Britons and Frenchmen now only represent a minority of 
Canada's population. People still like that idea of a single 
dominion, though. We still like to believe that there is some-
thing inherently natural about Canada's existence; that it 
makes sense on some level for everything north of the 49th 
parallel to form one giant, coherent country. 
It doesn't make sense, of course. The 49th parallel is an 
imaginary line, and there is nothing inherent that keeps 
Canada and Quebec together, other than a quirk of history. If 
an alien was given a blank globe tomorrow and asked to draw 
some borders according to Earthling notions of what a coun-
ty is supposed to be, the Unite9, States and "English" Canada 
would likely be lumped together in one giant nation and 
Quebec in another. As Canadians, we spend our entire lives 
trying to come up with explanations, against all evidence to 
the contrary, of why this does not make sense. 
This is why the elites of this .country fear "opening up the 
constitution" so much. In a sane world, this would be a per-
fectly reasonable thing to do, as our system of government is 
fraught with all manner of structural problems. But in the 
past, whenever we've tried to amend the constitution the dis-
cussion quickly descends into a larger debate about what 
exactly the country of Canada is supposed to be. No one 
wants to answer that question, however, because there is no 
"right" answer. Politicians are deeply afraid of confronting the 
issue because they know any effort at making a definition, no 
matter how intellectually well-intentioned, will almost certainly 
end in failure. So much easier to just muddle on blindly and 
avoid introspection at all costs. 
Harper's "nation" declaration makes many people uncom-
fortable, not because it represents a cowardly slide into unrea-
sonable Quebec appeasement, (as they will outwardly allege) 
but rather because it forces us to confront what Canada is. If 
the Quebecois are a nation then what are the rest of us? 
Perhaps we are nothing, and perhaps it's time we realize it. 
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This Month in Rock: Snow Pop! 
Chelsea Mushaluk, OP Musico 
It's that rime of the year again: the holidays are over, school is starring back up, and so are the 
cross-continental rock tours. It's a good rime to take in as many shows as possible, because 
assignments and exams are always right around the corner. So take this list and stick it on your 
fri~ge, or write these shows down on the new "Smokin' Hot Firefighters 2007'' calendar you 
got for Christmas, because it's looking like a good month for live music. 
Local indie pop is the order of the evening on January 12 at the Railway Club. The 
Awkward Stage, The Mohawk Lodge, Romance and the Choir Practice fill out the bill. The 
Awkward Stage is a great new live act, and The Mohawk Lodge is always pleasant. The last 
rime I saw them they were performing at New Music West·in a strip club, so it'll be nice to see 
them in a more comfortable venue. 
Three shows on January 18 are sure to delight and confuse you, as they're all worth seeing. 
Ghost House, another project of local music whiz Jesse Gander, plays the Media Club. From 
the reviews I've read of Departm·es, it comes highly recommended and worth checking out. 
One of my favourite bands is not coming to town this year, since they have been broken up 
for eight years. However, Pavement's ex-front man is still going strong. This is why I will be at 
Richard's on Richards on January 18 for Stephen Malkmus and the Jicks. Former Sleater-
Kinney drummer Janet Weiss is now on drums for the Jicks, which should be great. The third 
show for the night is happening at the Commodore. Emily Haines and the Soft Skeleton will 
be playing with openers Tall Firs. I don't really dig Metric oi her solo stuff, but since I'm the 
only one I know who is of that opinion, chances are it'll be a pretty packed house that night. 
Now for something completely different: ska! The Skatomatics are at the Media Club on 
January 19 with The Dreadnoughts, The Furios, and The Set. Skank until your heart's content, 
as ska shows here tend to be few and far between. If you aren't a rude boy but still want to go 
out on the 19, another all-local s,how is happening at the Pic Pub. It's a Living Thing, 
Jump+ Dash, Huge Manatease and The National Shield promise a night of pop goodness. 
While some might point out that three out of four of these bands were losers at CiTR's 
Shindig battle of the bands, they're all \vinners to me! -
Polysics are bringing their Devo-esque synth pop all the way from Japan to the Plaza on 
January 26. I was introduced to Polysics by way of their 2003 release Neu, and with albums like 
Hry! Bob! My Friend!, Po/ysics or Die!!!!, and their latest, Now Is the Time!, they have taken synth 
(and exclamation marks) to a whole new audience. Pitchfork called them "spastic digi-geek new 
wave." With a description like that, you can't go wrong. 
Other notable shows worth mentioning include Catlow with Amy Honey at the Railway on 
January 18, followed by a two night stint by The Buttless Chaps with The Fits at the Railway, 
The Paper Cranes at Limerick Junction on January 26, and some other stuff. Probably. 
January promises everything from ska and synth to pop and more pop. This month should 
keep you busy and puts 2007 off to a great start for live music in Vancouver. Will it top 2006? 
Check back next month for another exciting installment of This Month in Rock. Next month's 
topic? February! 
Jenn Farrell's sugar bush and other $tories: 
Print Futures Grad's Not-So-Sweet Tales of Love, Sex, and Longing 
Kate Lancaster, OP Contributor 
Jenn Farrell, Print Futures grad of 2002 and 
former Other Press contributor, has just 
released her debut collection of short fiction, 
sugar bush and other sto1ies. Published by Anvil 
Press, sugar bush is a sometimes shocking, 
sometimes sweet collection of coming of age 
stories that depict the lives of young women 
(and one young man) struggling to find both 
themselves and acceptance. They are all, in one 
way or another, damaged goods-their less-
than-wise choices arising from desperation, 
loneliness, simple curiosity, or outright rebel-
lion. 
Some of the stories are semi-autobiograph-
ical, based on ftiends Farrell has known and 
experiences she has had. Others are pure fic-
tion. But in all the stories, Farrell exposes read-
ers to the broad range of young women's sex-
ual and relational experiences. Sometimes 
these experiences take especially disturbing 
turns. 
Farm Reporl is the story of a thirteen-year-
old girl's infatuation and subsequent "affair" 
with her girlfriend's father. Not only does the 
girl not experience the sex as abuse, but when 
the man leaves her, she is heartbroken and 
wanting more. In writing this story, Farrell says 
she wanted to dispel the archetypes of villains 
and victims. 
"Not every case of sexual abuse is cut and 
dried,'' says Farrell. 
Good Tenants reveals how a new mother's 
loneliness from being at home with baby leads 
to an infatuation with a client of the prostitute 
upstairs. Dish Pig, the only story with a male 
protagonist, so accurately describes male ado-
lescent lust that the throb of his hard-on puls-
ing against his jeans is palpable. And On/y Game 
in Town elici~s both sympathy and irritation for 
the naive "angel" who blithely allows a para-
plegic to buy her beers all night and is shocked 
and disgusted when he wants something in 
return. 
sugar bush doesn't read like a first book. The 
writing is sharp, in-your-face, and as ripe as a 
sixteen-year-old cherry. Farrell's economic 
prose flows so smoothly from languid begin-
ning to turbulent end, and navigates each twist 
and turn of plot so subtly, that the often dis-
turbing outcomes both shock and delight. 
Calvin Wharton, author and creative writ-
ing instructor at Douglas College, is a fan. 
"Like blues songs pushed through a metal 
screen, Jenn Farrell's stories distill and reveal 
the sad humanity of her characters. You'll be 
glad you've read these tales, and relieved that 
you're not living them,'' says Wharton. 
. Farrell is a two-time winner of the Vancouver 
Courier Fiction Contest, recipient of the 2001 
Maclean-Hunter Endowment Award, a con-
tributor to CBC radio, and a judge for the 
three-day novel contest sponsored by Book 
Television, Edmonton. And now she's a pub-
lished author - not bad for a self-described 
survivor of the pink-collar ghetto. 
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Stuff I've Been Listening To: 
The Best of 2006 
Luke Simcoe, OP Contributor 
I'd like to point out that although I hate writing them, I think that 'year-end lists' are vital to music journalism. In the words of Lester Bangs, they force writers to be "honest and 
urunerciful," and prevent us from descending into a sea of relativistic reviews. So, without further ado, here are niy top ten albums of 2006 in no particular order. 
Listened To: 
The Thermals - l"he Bot&, the Blood, the Mathine 
TV on the Radio - Return to Cookie Mo11ntai11 
Wolfmother - Wolfmother 
Ghost House- Depmtures 
The Meligrove Band - Planets Conspire 
MSTRKRFf - The LJoks 
The Roots - Game Theory 
Genghis Tron - Dead Mountain Mouth 
Thunderbirds Are Now! -Make History 
Liars - Drum's Not DetJd 
aeditor@gmail.com 
Wolfmother - Wo!ftnother 
This year, Wolfmother got the Led out and filled our 
prescription for more cowbell. The Aussie trio sound 
like the bastard sons of Queens of the Stone Age and 
The Mars Volta, and their passion for cribbing from 
the fikes of Hendrix, Plant, Clapton, and Townshend 
was enough to cause a psychedelic hard-rock revival. 
Just ask any of the numerous tweenage kids I saw 
running around Sasquatch sporting Wolfmother tees 
and aftos. 
The Meligrove Band - Planets Conspire 
The Meligrove's third LP is their best to date, and it 
sounds like what would happen if you locked Blue-era 
Weezer, Ben Folds, and Sloan together in a room for a 
weekend. Sounds good, doesn't it? I'm still kicking 
myself for missing their show at The Pit. 
Ghost Houst; - Departtms 
Depattures is my favourite local record this year (yeah, 
that's right ... Ladyhawk can eat their o~n beards 
while they feign work at American Apparel). I've been 
a Jesse Gander fan since his days with Vancouver's 
punk-proteges d.b.s., and his latest effort is a jangly, 
piano-driven slice of indie-punk with a Brian Wilson-
like grasp of pop sensibility. 
MSTRKRFT - The Looks 
Al-P and his lovable sidekick Jesse F. Keeler spent the 
year donning Jason masks and putting out lewd music 
videos. Apparently this v.ras enough to finagle them 
into the setlist of every living room dance party held 
north of the 49th parallel. .. or at least every solitary 
dance party that occurred in my living room in 2006. 
The Roots - Game Theory 
The Roots' Def Jam debut succeeds because it's every-
thing The Tipping Point wasn't. Whereas The Tipping Point, 
with its big hooks and familiar song structures, was like 
that just-a-little-too-young girlfriend whom you fotmd 
initially very attractive, but got tired of quickly, Game 
Theory is like that cougar sitting alone at the bar on a 
Wednesday night. It's dark, inaccessible, and sometimes 
intimidating, but once you get into it, you realize that it 
gets better with age. Plus, in a year when hip-hop 
turned itself into a wankster version of D~s of Our 
I Jve.r, it's nice to see an album that's relevant and chock 
. full of substance. 
1V On the Radio- Return to Cookie Mountain 
In the words of David Letterman: "TV On the Radio, 
that's all you're lookin' for." With their daring and 
expansive take on popular music, and their transcendent 
live shows~ 1VOTR really is the band of the year. They 
cam~, they saw, they kicked our ass, and they left us 
with Return to Cookie Mo11ntain as a souvenir. 
The Thermals - The Bocfy, the Blood, the Machine 
Every year, a band comes along and reminds us that 
despite the fact that it's all been done before, rock n' 
roll still matters. This year, thai: mantle belongs to 
Portland's The Thermals, who reminded us that you can 
still craft a damn go~ album full of substance and 
affirmation with just a few distorted chords. The Bot/y, 
the Blood, the Machine is a punk-rock A HandtJJaid's Tale, 
and Hutch Harris' speculative lyrics take aim at the reli-
gious right with a fervor that would make Ann Coulter 
wet her chastity belt. 
Genghis Tron - Dead Mountain Mouth 
Hey! You got your ambient electronica all over my 
grindcore! And you got your metallic grindcore all over 
my elettronica! You stupid fackin' ... whoa, wait a 
minute ... this is the most original thing I've heard all 
year! 
Thunderbirds Are Now!- Make History 
I'm willing to stand there and let the shit be thrown at 
me for how much I like this record and this band. I got 
stuck \vith Make History as the only CD in my car for 
almost a month this year, and not once did I get bored 
v;':ith the album. There's a reason these guys are on 
French Kiss Records, and it's because they write some 
of the best poppy dance-punk around and back it up 
\vith an uber-energetic live show; 
Liars - Drum's Not Dead 
I'm still not even sure I like this album, but it was the 
most challenging and dichotomous record of the year 
for me. Drum's }\[ot Dead is a journey. Conceptually, it 
chronicles the story of two characters, Drum and Mt. 
Heart Attack (who may or may not be a mountain), and 
musically, the album is an experience steeped in layers 
of minimalist atmosphere, incoherent vocal harmonies 
and tribal percussion. Love it or hate it, it's interesting . 
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Lalondo at the Movies: 
The Good Shepherd 
Kevin Lalonde, OP Arts & t:ntertainment Editor 
I'm sure I'm not the first person to notice that in recent 
years, the intellectual quality of most mainstream, big budget 
American films has ranged from mediocre to mildly mentally 
challenged at best. From the outset of The Good Shepherd, 
however, it wouldn't surprise me if most viewers feel like 
fourth grade students at a lecture of quantum physics. 
Directed by Robert De Niro, and produced by Francis 
Ford Coppola, The Good Shepherd brazenly presents a mildly 
fictionalized account of the "secret qrigins of the Central 
Intelligence Agency" through the dynamic life of Edward 
Bell Wilson, who is loosely based on CIA founder James 
Jesus Angleton, played by an often sheepish but usually stoic 
and detached Matt Damon. 
The backdrop of the story is Wilson's attempt to com-
prehend the botched invasion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs, 
spiraling around a photo and sound recording he receives 
shordy after the invasion. As the films tells Wilson's story. 
from his time at Yale, to his early espionage work for the US 
government during World War II, straight on to his post-war 
management of the newly-created CIA counterintelligence 
bureau, we're often brought back to that one photo that 
Wilson hopes holds some clue as to how Castro's military 
knew where to expect the US invasion. 
Wilson's professional life becomes increasingly interwov-
en with his personal life, and throughout the film we see his 
relationship with his estranged wife Margaret Ann Russell, 
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played by Angelina Jolie, taking on the burden of extreme 
stress, adding a near romantic aspect to the story. Also key is 
Wilson's harsh relationship with his son, which takes on a 
key role as the film nears the 90-minute mark. 
Oh yeah, did I mention that the movie runs at over two 
and a half hours long? Despite the dull pain in my legs from 
sitting so long, the clever (and sometimes impossible to com-
prehend) dialogue and plot turns kept this espionage biopic 
surprisingly interesting. Definitely slow moving in parts, the 
film is buttressed by Damon's fine acting, complimented by 
superb performances by Jolie, as well as Alec Baldwin, Eddie 
R~dmayne, Billy Crudup, William Allen, and even a few rela-
tively short but important appearances by De Niro himself 
as General Bill Sullivan 
Once in a while it's good to feel like you're kind of 
dumb, especially if it means watching an excellent film in the 
process. Wonderfully in-depth writing and excellent acting 
keep The Good Shepherd from boring the pants off its audi-
ence- though I sure could have used a butt massage after-
wards. · 
HoW I Spent My Winter Vacation 
Travis Paterson, OP Features Editor 
For the gen~ral population, family obligations precede etrerything during the Christmas holiday, 
and for parents, the chance to escape the Canadian winter is a sure bet, even at the cost of 
paying for the whole family. I recently spoke to a cross section of students to find out a little 
more about where they wen~ over the holidays. 
Home for the Holidays 
We're a college, not a university, and few of us will fly back east to be with our family for 
Christmas. But there are a few of those DC students who made the return trek home to spend 
the holidays with family in small-town B.C. 
"I guess a 16-hour bus ride is not the most ideal way to start a vacation, but it's nice to get 
away from it all once you're there," said Ryan Wettlaufer, 24, of Terrace, taking general studies 
in his first year at the New Westminster campus. "There are some pros about spending the 
holiday in a small town," said Ryan, "Not only are you free from school's responsibilities, but 
yqu have to think hard to realize, just what the heck did I do before I left town?" In the end, 
Ryan said he ended up "skiing a lot, eating like a pig, or sleeping like a cat." 
A Week in MeXico 
Sponsored by mom and dad, some of us are able to enjoy the endless freedoms 
that come with the family trip on an all-inclusive package to a popular Mexican 
resort. "I only partied really hard a couple of nights. I felt I owed it to parents 
to at least have a few breakfasts with them without my eyes glazing shut with 
tequila-vision," said Jill Mueller, 22, a part-timer upgrading for BCIT next year. 
"My parents actually expected me to party more, but I think they forgot how 
much 'pre-drinking' went on with them. Each night they'd buy us a few 
rounds of drinks, then they'd head up to their room by 9:30, and me and my 
brother were like, okay, what do we do now?" 
The Ski Resort 
Whistler, B.C., the old standby-with the best conditions in maybe a 
decade, announcements of the 2010 Olympics have driven up prices and 
made it even harder to maintain the anriual family getaway to the upscale 
Village. Thomas Savage, a former DC student and current Harvard MBA 
student talked about his families' strategy. "Yeah dude, my parents bought 
a cabin on Creekside in 1984, and they were like, 'oh shit, what if this 
mountain has an avalanche and no one wants to ski here anymore, maybe 
we made a bum purchase."' Luckily for the Savages they justified it by 
spending as many weekends up there as possible. "Yeah, we've never 
spent a Christmas away from Whistler," said Thomas. When asked if 
they'd consider any other holiday vacation, Thomas was stumped, "No 
way dude, Whistler is the only way to go, and it's got the gnarliest back 
country now, it's all I wanted for Christmas." 
Surfing in Totino 
Fourth year Medical student at U of T, Phil Allen has made it two 
consecutive holiday-trips to Tofino, and lauds the opportunity of big 
winter waves without the usual crowded beaches along the shores of 
Tofino. "Tofino is diamonds anytime, and the winter swell is a totally 
good score," said Phil, a future surgeon. "Last year I made it up with 
just a couple of buddies, and we crashed in a motel for the week-
end, but this year I convinced the 'fam' to book a cabin for the 
Holidays." · 
The Tofino downtime worked out for the whole family, said Phil. 
"It was serene, my parents spent the days hiking and in the hot 
tub, and my siblings and I played in the swells until we got noodle 
arms." 
For most students' families, it's hard enough just to get everyone 
together at the same time; and sometimes the reality of a family · 
vacation isn't viable. For )hazed Rhabi, a UVic student, this winter 
~ach~toili~~d~~~~~~~~~:~~~~~~~~----~-~-----~===:==~~~~~~~~~L __ j by. I just watched movies and read magazines, and it was over." 
However the holidays are spent, there's a common theme where family time is put first, what-
ever the religion or culture, and that sentiment carries throughout students studying in BC and 
Canada. 
What Really Happen~ on Winter Vacation 
Travis Paterson, OP Features Editor 
The neighbourhood road hockey gam.e 
Don't bother trying to convince your 32-year-
old brother, now a husband and the father of 
two six-year-old girls, to strap on the goalie 
pads. It happens when you give your niece a 
junior hockey stick, and after a stiff mimosa 
you prompt your brother to show her how to 
use it. Once its in his hands, all it takes is an 
elbow in his side and its game on. You take it 
outside, the neighbourhood kids join in 
flaunting crisp new Luongo jerseys, and even 
the gamer kids find time to put down their 
XBox controllers for the annual exhibition. It 
never lasts long enough. After ten minutes 
your brother's wife comes outside with your 
niece and naively asks your brother why she 
can't play. He succumbs just when the game 
is intense, hands her the stick, and she waives 
it around like a fairy queen. The game ends 
when the stick gets knocked out of her hand 
by the kid with new rollerblades who skated 
from six blocks away to show them off, and 
your step Dad defends her, askirig you to 
grow up. Christmas returns to an awkward 
The Bad Proposal 
Spending the holiday working double-time at 
the video store has driven you nuts, and your 
extended f~mily is arriving for three nights 
over Christmas. Its a classic situation. Your 
grandpa sits all day in front of the TV watch-
ing the Vision Network, and gripes demands 
from anyone who will listen, while your step-
grandparents either willingly help out in the 
kitchen or disappear when its time to relax. 
On Christmas morning, you find grandpa 
perky and awake s.ipping coffee, but notice 
the"liquor cabinet is open and a bottle of 
your mom's fine scotch is sitting precai::iously 
near the coffee maker. After walking the dog, 
you return to find everyone has joined your 
grandpa in seemingly good spirits around the 
tree. Your sister's boyfrien~ (Stew), gives you 
an action figure bottle of shampoo in the 
shape of a female WWE wrestler. You say 
thanks and put it next to your Mac Makeup 
gift certificate from your mom, and smile just 
the same noticing an ooze on your fingertips 
that must have leaked out of the wrestlers 
screw-neck. 
After Stew barrages the rest of your family 
v.ith dollar store gifts, including a much 
appreciated Budweiser coffee mug for your 
grandpa, he proposes to your sister (from the 
couch), offering a tarnished mood ring he 
scored at the flea market. Your sister says yes, 
just to spite your stepdad, and pretends she's 
excited. Ten minutes later your sister sends 
Stew packing with instructions never to talk 
to her again. Fetching your Grandpa for din-
ner you see he's passed out with the scotch 
on the table beside him. The Budweiser mug 
is in his lap, but it's upright, and doesn't 
account for the spillage in his lap. Grandpa's 
relieved himself in your stepdad's La-Z-Boy, 
and you share the laugh with your step gr.and-
parents who in turn nearly relieve themselves 
in their own pants. 
On Boxing Day you go to Metrotown to snag 
some half-priced clothes and spot Stew going 
,into Old Navy holding hands with his ex-girl-
friend from high-school. ShC:s wearing the 
mood ring. 
STXY STX WJTJ-{ 'D'R. STX 
Dr. Steven Sex & Dr. Marilyn Fairchild 
Dear Dr. Sex: I recently broke up with my long-term girlfriend because I have realized that I 
am gay. She is an awesome gal, but her lack of penis was starting to get to me. No one 
knows yet, and I don't know what the next step would be from here. I feel that I am proba-
bly ready to explore my newfound sexuality with actual males, but I don't have a clue as to 
how to build up the balls to even tell anyone. Now that I know that I am gay, how do I ac_r 
on it? 
Gay And Yearning 
Dr. Steven Sex: So, you've switched teams over the holidays, eh GAY? No more opening of 
Xmas boxes, it's all jingle balls from now on! 
Dr. Marilyn Fairchild: Well, GAY, it sounds like a good thing that you came to this realiza-
tion, but it's unfortunate that you had to break someone's heart in getting to it. But, that 
being said, you still have a long road ahead in your 'coming out' process. 
Dr. Sex: But you don't necessarily have to 'come out' before you go out and 'come in' any-
one. You might want to test the waters before you take the plunge! 
Dr. Fairchild: Dr. Sex, I'm sure that GAY has already thought everything over extensively 
before dumping his long-term girlfriend. Now he has a lot of tough decisions and possible 
discrimination to deal with. 
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Dr. Sex: Honestly, I think that although still a difficult decision to make, 'coming out' of the 
closet has never been better for anyone. You can even get married, adopt babies ... what more 
could you ask for?! Oh wait ... probably the awesome excuse that you could make to a whiny 
partner before .. .it's against the law to marry! Man, gays have it good nO\V, but they had it 
bettc:r before. Marilyn, think of how happy, and all of the hassle we would have avoided, if 
all marriage were against the law! 
Dr. Fairchild: That's true, Dr. Sex, but GAY is only 'coming out' now, and I am sure mar-
riage and other rights are the last things from his mind. The first step to take is to tell some-
one that you trust, and usually it is preferred to be someone outside of the family. If you are 
in school, there are support groups and counselors to confide in s well. They may offer a 
confidential atmosphere in which to first share your feelings. How you feel about telling 
someone for the first time may gauge your future discussions with others, influencing how, 
and whom, you tell. 
Dr. Sex: Or you could just shock everyone and march in the gay pride parade while greasing 
yourself with bananas! 
Dr. Fairchild: That is not the usually recommended course of action .. . 
Dr. Sex: Well, whatever you choose, may 2007 bring you, and everyone, a lot of action! 
Happy New Year! 
